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carried out by Melanchthoru The title was not given with
out good reason, for at his death there was scarcely a city
in all Germany but had modified its schools according to
Melanchthon's direct advice or after his general suggestions,
and scarcely a school of any importance but numbered some
pupil of his among its teachers. Wittenberg was the center
from which radiated these influences, united as they were
with those of Luther, for in the university there Melanchthon
labored for the last forty-two years of his life. And if was
in university circles that his educational reforms were first
carried out. Through his influence the university was s^on
remodeled along humanistic and Protestant lines. Otner
universities of north Germany soon imitated these changes,
and Wittenberg WPS the model of the many new universities
of Germany, mentioned later (p. 417). To Wittenberg flocked
students by the thousand, drawn by Melanchthon's great
reputation ; and from Wittenberg, in turn, were sent out
jteachers carrying Melanchthon's idea into all Germany. If a
; prince needed a professor for his university or a city a rector
for its schools, Melanchthon was consulted and most natu-
rally one from his pupils chosen. The most distinguished
teachers of this period, such as Neander and Trotzendorf, were
his pupils, or like Sturm dependent upon him for counsel.
Not only through his pupils did he exercise leadership, but
through his correspondence and visitation as well. His cor-
respondence with fifty-six German cities regarding their
schools is still in existence.1
Melanchthon often inaugurated these new schools in per-
son. But his contact with the individual pupil was mainly
througb his many text-books. When sixteen years of age,
he wrote the Greek grammar which later became almost
universally the text for the German schools. His Latin
grammar, written later, achieved a similar reputation. His
texts on dialectic, rhetoric, ethics, physics, history, etc,,, were
1 Ekrtfelder, Melanchthonia Padagogica*